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FADE | N:
I NT. CAFE -- NOON.

DAN, 28, sits in jeans and T-shirt with his father, SEAN
sixties and dressed in a shirt, tie, slacks and a janitor’s
jacket. Dan is witing on paper, while Sean | eans over and
gi ves instructions.

SEAN

There are three houses, right?
DAN

CGot it.
SEAN

Nunmber, them Dan.

DAN
| know which ones are which, dad.

Dan numbers three boxes.

SEAN
You have three utilities as
wel |, though.

DAN
And what are they?

SEAN
They’ re what you pay for as
well as rent.

DAN
Dad, | know that. Which
utilities are you tal king about?

SEAN
Gas, Water and Electric.

Dan draws G Wand E boxes underneath his three houses.

SEAN
You're very short with your
ol d pa, you know.

DAN
| got ny height from you.

SEAN
There’s no need to be
facetious, you got that from
your ot her.



DAN
Al ong with ny good | ooks.

SEAN
Are you doing this puzzle or not?

DAN
If you'd tell nme what to do
i nstead nmourning the | oss of
respect for elders.

SEAN
You're an uppity little shit!
DAN
Dad!... The puzzle. A retarded
nonkey coul d have worked it
out by now
Sean gi ves up.
SEAN

You have to connect all three
utilities to each house by
drawing a line for each
connecti on. None of the |ines
can cross. Easy-peasy-|enon-
squeezy.

DAN
Al right.

He gets to work. He's barely started when Sean pi pes up.

SEAN
You won’t get it.

DAN
(Wt hout
| ooki ng up)
Thanks for the vote of
confi dence.

SEAN
No, | know you think you' re
cl ever son. It’s inpossible,
t hough.

DAN
Sonmebody actually told you this?



SEAN

No, |’ve never seen anyone
beat it. I'mtelling you, you
won't get it.

DAN
Don’t be so sure.

SEAN

You won’t. Bobby Kaczmarek
from 13c nearly busted a bl ood
vessel he got so frustrated.

I NT.  SUNSHI NE HOUSE LOBBY -- MORNI NG

Sean’s friend BOBBY, 69, is plunging a pen into a page
littered with failed attenpts at the puzzle. Sean is sitting
across fromhim his body bouncing lightly as he tries to
stifle laughter.

BOBBY
Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh fuck!

He puts the paper to his teeth, rips it apart, and throws it
right into an ongoi ng gane of shuffl eboard.

I NT. CAFE -- NOON.

Dan is staring at his dad.

DAN
Over a puzzle?
SEAN
Gve it tinme son. It’Il annoy

the shit out of you, too...
eventual | y.

DAN
We'll see,.

He noves his pen around the paper. There are no nore
connections to make.

DAN
...ah come on!

Sean cracks a self-satisfied smrk

SEAN
| told you. But you wouldn’t
listen to your old pa.



DAN
G ve ne a chance, |1’ve only
tried once.

He draws out his houses and utilities again.

DAN
No, there’s a way to do this
| know there is.

SEAN
What ever you say son. You’l
be making a |l ot of old nen
very happy if you get it.

DAN
There it is...

He finishes up one Iine and is stuck again.

DAN
...shit!

SEAN
There’s a way to it, then?

DAN
Yes, very funny dad..

He fails again.

DAN ((CONT)
Crap! C ose but no cigar. Wo
wants gas AND el ectricity
anyway? That’s just overkill
in my opinion.

Dan stares at the paper.

SEAN
Are you ready to admt it’s
i mpossi bl e?

DAN
After
(1 ooks at watch)
five mnutes, no way. | just
need a couple nore..
(A doubl e take)
Sorry Dad, gotta go.

Dan slides everything off the table into his bag and sprints
of f, Sean shouting after...



SEAN
What ever you want, son.

INT. DAN S HOUSE -- EVEN NG

Dan enters and slunps into an arnthair. Hs wife, KATHRYN, a
heavi ly pregnant 27, is cooking dinner in the kitchen. She
brings hima glass of |enpnade.

KATHRYN
H sweetheart. How was your day?

DAN
Long.

She returns to the kitchen while Dan stares into the mddle
di st ance.

DAN
Saw dad today.
KATHRYN ( OS)
Oh yeah? Any better than usual ?
DAN
Wor se.
KATHRYN ( OS)

I’ msorry, honey.

DAN
He actually made an idiot out
of me with a puzzle.

A pause.
DAN
He has to be right about
ever yt hi ng.
KATHRYN ( OS)
I know, baby.
DAN

There’s nothing I can do right.

Kat hryn conmes and sits on the armof the chair and rubs
Dan’s shoul ders. Dan is oblivious.

DAN
That’s how he ran nominto the
ground, you know. Hi s ego was
too inportant.

( MORE)



DAN ( CONT' D)
He just couldn’t stop and
realise he had a wife and kids
to take care of.

Silence. Dan’s face gathers resolve.

DAN
I’Il find an answer.

KATHRYN
What’'s that?

DAN
I’Il find an answer!

He runs to the door with a crazy look in his eye. Kathryn
follows him | ooking both worried and excited.

KATHRYN
An answer for what?

DAN
The puzzle...This is it, this
is where | show the old fart
that |’ m better than he thinks.
"1l find a solution to this
puzzl e and shove it up his ass.

He runs out, then back in again for a kiss before finally
| eavi ng.

| NT. CONVEN ENCE STORE -- DAY.
Dan is explaining the puzzle to THE OMNER, with pen and paper.

DAN
...and three utilities.
Connect each utility to each
house and don’t cross the |ines.

The owner shakes hi s head.

DAN
Never heard of it? Here..
(He puts the
paper in the
owner’s shirt pocket)
...work hard, 1'Il be in
t onor r ow.

Dan | eaves with sonme groceries and neets Kat hryn outside.



EXT. PARKI NG LOT -- DAY.

They wal k al ong the | ot.

KATHRYN
Any | uck?

DAN
You ki dding? I’mnot sure he
can tie his own shoel aces.

KATHRYN
How nany peopl e have you shown
it to?

DAN
Since last night? Ten...
Pretty nmuch everyone | neet.

KATHRYN
And not hi ng?

DAN
Not a even a sniff.

KATHRYN
wn't you let me help you?

DAN
I think you have enough to
worry about.

They stop at their car.

They get

in.

KATHRYN
Where to now?

DAN
Can you drop nme off at Cafe
Col onbo? | have to neet Paschal

KATHRYN
Dan! That’s it! Wiy not ask
Paschal ? He knows everyt hi ng.

DAN
That’ s the problem 1’1
mention it and he'll say "Onh

that’s easy" and blurt out the
answer .

He starts the car, seem ng upset.



DAN
| have to find it for nyself
babe, or what’s the point?

They drive off.
I NT. CAFE COLOVBO -- DAY.

Dan is scribbling on a scrap of paper, |ooking pensive.
PASCHAL, a well-dressed 30, arrives w thout a sound and
stands briefly.

PASCHAL
Witing your list for Santa?

Dan junps, pockets the paper and smartens his clothing.
Paschal sits down.

PASCHAL
There’s only ’'naughty’ and
"nice’. He doesn’t have a
"fuckwit’ category.

DAN
Ha ha, you're |late.

PASCHAL
Fashi onably, unlike sone |
could nention. You | ook a
littl e di shevel ed.

DAN
Had sone things on ny m nd.

PASCHAL
Kat hryn says you had a bit of
arunin wth the old boy.

DAN
When were you tal king to Kathryn?

A young, pretty and disinterested waitress, ASHLEY, cones
and pours Paschal a coffee. She throws a scrap of paper down.

ASHLEY
Couldn’t find it.

Dan pockets the scrap i medi ately, |ooking nervous.

DAN
That’ s OK.

PASCHAL
Couldn’t find what?



DAN
That’'s all thanks.

Ashl ey shrugs and | eaves.

PASCHAL
What was that about?

DAN
Asked her to wite down the
ingredients of the chile. On a
bit of a health kick lately.

PASCHAL
| wouldn’t bother, the chile
stinks here... Kathryn's ny
friend too, don’t forget. She
says you and your dad had a
fight of sorts.

DAN
Exaggeration. W had a
m sunder st andi ng. Kat hryn
doesn’t know what she’s
tal ki ng about.

PASCHAL
| don’t get it Dan. She thinks
the world of you. She says
you’ ve taken on sone personal
crusade she can’'t tell ne
about and you won't |et her
hel p you with.

DAN
See what | nean? Exaggerati on.
Personal crusade!?

PASCHAL
Wl | thank you for being coy.

INT. SEAN S H GH RI SE APARTMENT -- AFTERNOON.

Sean’s place is tidy, but covered in dollar store junk he
hordes. He enters the nmain roomw th Dan and Kathryn in tow.

SEAN
Where' d you park the car?

DAN
It’s fine dad.

SEAN
In front or in back?



10.

DAN
Dad, the car is fine.

SEAN
They’ re thieving bastards
around here Dan.

A pause, Kathryn distracts Sean.

Sean points at

KATHRYN
Where to today Sean?
SEAN
Vell | was thinking of a hike

along Taylor’s Falls, but
consi dering your condition...

KATHRYN
I’mnot in a wheel chair Sean.

SEAN
If you say so...alright, 111

just do ny checks and we’'ll be
of .

each outl et.

SEAN
Oof, off, off,... off, off, off.

Dan rolls his eyes.

EXT. SEAN S APARTMENT COVPLEX -- AFTERNOON.

They wal k toward the car.

No answer.

SEAN
Busy lately?

DAN
Not nuch. Kathryn and | are
just working away at the rec
center.

SEAN
Shoul dn’t you be taking it
easy, Kathryn?

DAN
So |’ ve been working on that
puzzl e.



SEAN
Puzzl e?

DAN
The three utilities.

SEAN
You surprise nme, | thought
you' d have given that up |ong
ago.

Dan stops wal ki ng.

DAN
| can stick with things when I
want to.
SEAN
Vell, | knew that...but you
know t here’ s no sol ution.
DAN
| think there m ght be.
SEAN
Not a hope.
DAN
Gonna try anyway.
SEAN
W' || see.
DAN
Dad, will you give ne a chance?

A pause. Dan and Sean exchange st ares.

Dan | ooks 1i ke

Dan’ s pi ssed.

SEAN
Dan, there’s no sol ution.
There’s literally no way to
solve it. Just leave it be...

he’ s about to accept that he's right.

SEAN
...and accept that I'mright.

DAN
Dad, I'"'mgoing to find a
sol ution.

11.



SEAN
Suit yourself, waste even nore
time.

KATHRYN
What’ s that supposed to nean
Sean?

SEAN
Not hi ng, shall we go?

He starts to nove, but they stare.

DAN shrugs and

SEAN
Look, 1'Il not keep you two
l ong. Just run me up to
Wal greens. Then 1’11 wal k hone.

noves towards the car

DAN
Wal green’s it is. What do you
need?

SEAN
Pai nki Il | ers.

DAN
What ever you want, dad.

EXT. OUTSI DE ANTE- NATAL CLI NI C -- DAY.

Kat hryn i s supported by Paschal’s armas they strol

t he si dewal k.

KATHRYN
Thanks for this. Dan was busy.

PASCHAL
Wth what, that he couldn’t
pick up his own wife?

KATHRYN
Can’t say.

PASCHAL
Come on! The same thing? Are
you going to tell me what it is?

KATHRYN
Can' t...

al ong

Kat hryn brings her fingers to her tenple in a nock sal ute

and sm | es.

12.

10



KATHRYN ( CONT)
Wfe's honor.

Paschal rolls his eyes.

PASCHAL
He’ s lucky to have you.

KATHRYN
Tell H Mthat.

PASCHAL
| tell himeverytine | see the
twit! Doesn’t he realise he
has a |ife?

KATHRYN
You know Dan. When it cones to
his dad, he has sonewhat of a
bee in his bonnet.

PASCHAL
More |ike a poker up his ass.
What did his dad do?

KATHRYN
’mnot sure if it was one
maj or thing or just a way of
relating to him 1 think Dan
gets pi ssed when Sean pretends
i ke he knows everything...It
pisses ME off. It’s hard to
say, Dan doesn’t tal k about it
much.

They’ ve reached Paschal’s car. He wal ks around to the
driver’s side.

PASCHAL
Ti ght-1i pped asshol e!

KATHRYN
Li ke I said, you know Dan.

They’ ve smle across the roof and get in.

KATHRYN
| have to admit, though, it’s
been tough. He’s gone all the
time. | feel like I’"m1losing
nmy husband to gas, water and
el ectricity.

Paschal turns to Kathryn, bew | dered.

13.



14.

PASCHAL
What ?

KATHRYN
Never m nd.

Paschal turns to the wheel, pulls a frown and shakes his
head briefly before driving off.

| NT. LI BRARY -- DAY. 11
Dan is talking to a LIBRARIAN with pen and paper in hand.

DAN
And that’s as far as | can get.
WIIl you keep trying for me?

The librarian shrugs. Dan picks up a stack of books and papers.

DAN
Cheers. And thanks for all the
books. Maybe there’s an answer
in here.

Dan wal ks out through the revolving exit just as his dad is
com ng in. Dan notices but keeps his head down.

EXT. LI BRARY -- DAY. 12

Dan exits and nmakes a break for it. Sean comes chargi ng out
strai ght away.

SEAN
Dan!

Dan turns and fakes surprise.

DAN
Dad! What are you doi ng here?
SEAN
Vell,... getting books...
(CGestures to
the library)
of course.
DAN

Yeah, of course.
They | ook at each other.

Sean’ s eyes drop to Dan’s books.



15.

SEAN
What do you have there?
A pause.
DAN
Books.
SEAN
| can see that. Wat kind of
books?
DAN

I"’mreally |l ate, Dad.

He starts to wal k.

SEAN
Dan?

DAN
Yes?

SEAN

You all right?

DAN
Yeah.

He noves again, this time dropping a sheet. Sean picks it up
and has a | ook.

Real i zati on dawns as Dan reaches the bottom of the steps.

SEAN
You little shit!

Dan stops in his tracks, he closes his eyes for a nonent,
before turning to face Sean with an insincere smile.

DAN
What was t hat?

SEAN
You little shit, you ve been
researchi ng that puzzle.

DAN
| was trying to...



16.

SEAN
Despite what | told you
Despite your own father
telling you there was no
solution, you re nowtrying to
go behind ny back and prove ne
W ong.

Dan stands up straight.

DAN
And if | was?

Sean’ s eyes thin.

SEAN
Finel Two can play at that gane.

DAN
What ever you want, dad.

SEAN
You' re damm right whatever |
want. We'll see who's right!

He spins toward the door.

DAN
Dad!

Sean spins around, exasper at ed.

SEAN
VWhat ?
Dan points to Sean’s hand.
DAN
My wor ksheet .

Sean | ooks at his hand. Alittle enbarrassed, he stonps down
the steps and reluctantly hands the paper over.

DAN
Thanks.

Sean whi ps around in silence and stonps back. Dan watches
himuntil he starts into the revolving door.

Dan | aunches up the steps and jans REVOLUTI ONARY MATHEMATI CS
in the door, as Sean is hal fway through. Sean gets stuck and
| ooks around, bew | dered. He notices Dan with a frightened

| ook on his face.



17.

Sean’s face crinkles up and goes red. They exchange | ooks.
Dan takes off |ike a pre-school er who stol e sone candy,

| eaving Sean to rattle the door in frustration and try to
get soneone’s attention.

MONTAGE

A) Dan exits a building with the sign M NNESOTA CENTER FOR
| NDUSTRI AL MATHEMATI CS and fi nds. ..

...his tires have been |l et down.
He stares for a nonent before throwi ng his books down.

B) Sean conmes out of the library to find his bike chained to
a | anppost and the wheel s bent up.

A sheet of paper reads: LOVE YQU
Sean sneers and shakes hi s head.

C) Kathryn is at the gas stove at hone, |ooking at the pot
of soup she is stirring.

D) Dan is pouring over books in a enpty corner of a library.

He gets up and wal ks into the stacks, reading | abels with
his finger.

Sean appears and runs off with Dan’s books.

E) Kathryn’s head rises and she | ooks at the sink of dirty
di shes filling with water and bubbl es.

F) Sean is in the aisle of a textbook store. He nmkes a
sel ection and noves on.

Dan’s head sw ngs around the corner and he carefully
approaches Sean from the back.

Sean nakes a purchase and noves toward the door, absent-
m ndedl y readi ng one of his books.

Dan slips up behind and drops a little notebook into Sean’s
bag.

Sean triggers the alarns as he is |eaving and is grabbed by
the security guard.

Dan slips out and turns to do a little victory dance in
front of Sean, who sees himand nakes a bolt for him

13



18.

Dan skips down the nmall as Sean tries to escape fromthe
guard and grab him

G Dan is trying to take books fromthe |ibrary when the
| i brari an shakes her head at him

As Dan shrugs, she turns the nonitor to show hima screen
al ert saying BOOK ALERT: REVOLUTI ONARY MATHEMATI CS. NO
BORROW NG UNTI L RETURNED.

Dan nout hs an expletive.

H) The lights flicker above Kathryn. She | ooks up at the
bul b. then around the kitchen, before she drops her forlorn
face back to the pot.

| NT. CAFE COLOWVBO -- DAY.

The puzzle again. Dan, looking a little nore disheveled, is
scribbling over it when Paschal arrives, |ooking suave.

PASCHAL
You are not still at that shit?
DAN
What shit?
PASCHAL
That shit...the deranged
scri bbli ng.
DAN

| have things on ny m nd.
Paschal sits down and waves offscreen.

PASCHAL
Do any of theminvol ve your
wi fe?.. Perchance?

DAN
O course, since when were you
an expert in nmy famly affairs?

PASCHAL
Si nce you chose to neglect them

Dan sits back and stares at Paschal .

DAN
Qut withit.

A coffee arrives for Paschal, he recieves it with a smle



PASCHAL
Apparently, considering your
recent activities, the word
mani acal woul d be under st at enent.

DAN
It’s not a big deal.

PASCHAL
How | ong have | known you for?

DAN
Well that's a difficult one,
there was that interimwhen...

PASCHAL
Bal | - par k.

DAN
Ten years.

PASCHAL

Don't | deserve a full account
of your novenents over the
past two weeks?

DAN
Packal , 1’ ve just been
distracted lately, that’s all.

PASCHAL
Bul I shit ny friend. You | ook
i ke crap, Kathryn is upset,
and you won’t tell your best
friend what’ s goi ng on.

Dan | ooks at the floor and shuffles his feet.

PASCHAL ( CONT)
Don't you think it’s a bit
sel fish when you have all the
t hi ngs everyone el se wants,
and you're still not happy?

(Beat)

You actually have to invent
sonmet hing to obsess about ?

Dan | ooks |i ke he’s been scol ded.
DAN

I don’t renmenber asking you
anyt hi ng about it.



20.

He gets up, lifting a bag overflowi ng with pieces of
scri bbl ed- on paper.
PASCHAL
Where are you goi ng?
DAN
Of to do what | do best
(Beat)

obsessl!
Paschal shakes his head as Dan storns out.
| NT. LIBRARY -- DAY.

Sean is reading up again and is surrounded by repeated
attenpts at the puzzle. Dan storns in..

DAN
You tw sted ol d bastard!

One or two people ook up fromtheir books.
Sean | ooks around, yet seens nonchal ant

SEAN
Shhh! Peopl e are readi ng.

DAN
Fuck em

Dan sweeps Sean’s books off the table with a crash. A | ot
nore peopl e are | ooki ng now.

SEAN
| was readi ng those.

DAN
| get a call today, that says
nmy WFE is going into | abor
si x weeks early! Do you have
any i dea how fucking
frightening that is?

The librarian has approached, |ooking distressed, but trying
to mai ntain an appearance of calm

Ll BRARI AN
Excuse ne?

SEAN
How about when ny el evat or
seem ngly doesn’t work and the
stairs are bl ocked?

15



DAN
Dad, up until nowit’s been
m nor i nconveni ences, but
you’' ve crossed a |ine.

LI BRARI AN
Excuse ne!

SEAN
M nor i nconveni ences! | was

| ucky I managed to convi nce
the store that the stolen book
was in nmy bag by m stake!

DAN

Dad, you nessed with nmy fam|y!
LI BRARI AN

EXCUSE ME!

Dan finally | ooks around.

DAN

VWhat ?
L1 BRARI AN

W really can’t have you two
argui ng in here.

DAN
I’ m having a discussion with
ny father.

SEAN
No he’s not, |’ve never seen
hi m bef ore.

LI BRARI AN

It’s really not allowed.
Ignoring the librarian, Dan turns back to Sean.

DAN
Dad, |'’mwarning you, if you
pul | anything that concerns ny
famly again...

SEAN
You' |l | what ?

Dan is about to answer when the librarian pipes up again.

Ll BRARI AN
Excuse ne?

21.



22.

DAN
VHAT?

She points off screen, and with a shaky voi ce says...

LI BRARI AN
W have a sign

Dan | ooks to a sign that says QU ET PLEASE. He turns back to
her .

DAN
So do |

He gives her the finger and turns back to his father. She
thins her lips and wal ks to her desk.

DAN
I"’mtelling you dad, don’t
bring Kathryn, or ny kid into
this. You ve gone too fucking
far.

SEAN
You need to cal m down.

Dan | eans in.

DAN
No, you listen. | intend to
take care of ny famly.
Not hing will harma hair on
their heads. | do NOT intend
to be a fuck-up like you

Dan turns to | eave.

SEAN
What is that supposed to nmean?
When have | ever treated you
badl y?

Dan spins around and the fl oodgates open.

DAN
Every tinme you ever got
wast ed, Dad. Every tine you
strutted around our house |ike
alittle Htler.

Sean rolls his eyes.

DAN
Everytinme you hit nom



Sean points his finger incredul ously.

SEAN
| never hit your nother in the
face.

DAN

You see what | nean?!
M nim zing everything. You
didn’t hit her on the nouth...
you weren’'t as bad as sone
husbands.

(Beat)
No responsibility, no fucking
accountability!

SEAN
You have no i dea..

Dan interrupts, he's really shouting now, teary-eyed.

DAN
No, because nobody told ne. |
had to work it all out for

nyself. | don’t care what
anyone else did. I'mtalking
about you.

SECURI TY GUARDS have turned up and start to pul
He conplies, barely.

DAN
You’ ve strutted around for the
past twenty years |ike you' ve
done not hing wong. Well, you
screwed up our famly, you
wr et ched ol d bastard and you
can stay away from m ne!

Dan away.

As Dan is being pulled out the door, Sean, clearly upset,

stands up and shouts.
SEAN
What ever you want, son. You
have hurt ne this day.

DAN
Fuck you!

EXT. LI BRARY -- DAY.
Dan is thrown outside by the security guards.

He shrugs them of f and ki cks the wall.

23.
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24.

He sits down on the steps and cries into his |ap.
EXT. CAFE COLOWVBO -- DAY. 17

Dan stands outside, |looking terrible, his hand on the
wi ndow, wat ching Paschal, who is idly chatting-up Ashley
i nside, and | ooks as good as ever.

Dan’ s been absent-m ndedly drawi ng the puzzle in his breath-
mark on the glass. He stands for a nonent |onger, then goes
i nsi de.

| NT. CAFE COLOVBO -- DAY. 18
Dan drops down in front of Paschal, his hand covers his face

and holds up his head. He stares, bleary-eyed, through his
fingers, at his friend.

PASCHAL
In the nane of all that is
holy, will you tell ne what

has been goi ng on?

Wthout a word, Dan reaches inside his pocket and pulls out
a sheet covered with failed attenpts at the puzzle. He
pushes it across the table.

Paschal |ooks at it for a second, |ooks at Dan, then lifts it.

PASCHAL
This is what all the hassle
has been about? The three
utilities puzzle?

Dan’s face creaks with a spark of hope.

DAN
You' ve heard of it?

PASCHAL
Course | have.

DAN
|’ve been trying to find a
sol ution, Paschal.

PASCHAL
Vell, that’'s easy...

Dan nods silently, while pinching the bridge of his nose,
seemngly trying not to lose it.

PASCHAL
...there is none.



25.

Dan slaps the table and turns away.

DAN

That’ s what ny dad’ s been sayi ng.
PASCHAL

Wll...there is and there isn't.

Dan spins back. Paschal waves to Ashl ey.

PASCHAL
Ashl ey! A doughnut pl ease?

DAN
There is and there isn' t?

PASCHAL
G ve ne a sec.

Ashl ey arrives with an iced doughnut. Paschal nods thanks,
takes it and sticks three toothpicks in the top, on one side.

PASCHAL
Houses.

Next are three bl ack beans from his | unch.

PASCHAL
Utilities.

He starts to drag lines in the icing with his knife.

PASCHAL
So, nost of the tine, people
have two |ines |eft before
they fail right?

DAN
Sur e.

PASCHAL
But, considering you ve been
maki ng various crazed
attenpts, you’' ve probably
narrowed it done to one line
left...

Dan nods, w thout |ooking away fromthe doughnut.
PASCHAL

...with denmented regularity,
|’ m sure.



He finishes scraping and shows the doughnut to Dan, who is
becom ng nore frustrated.

DAN
In a manner of speaking, yes.
Are you going to show ne how
to connect the last |ine?

Paschal drags a line froma toothpick around the outside of
t he doughnut, underneath and through the hole to connect to
a bean.

PASCHAL
Thi s doughnut is pretty much
what mat henmaticians call a
torus, and it’s the only way
to make the final Iine.

He gives it to Dan, who stares at in bew | dernent.
A pause.
Dan suddenly | ooks annoyed.

DAN
Wait a minute. This isn't the
original puzzle! It’s supposed
to be on a flat piece of paper.
What you’ re suggesting here is
a warp hole or sonething.

Paschal shakes hi s head.

PASCHAL
Dan, if you can’t find the
sol ution, change the problem

Dan sinply stares. He hears rubbing on glass and turns
around. Kathryn is wi ping off the puzzle.

She notices Dan, takes her hand off the glass and gives a
smal |, slow wave. Dan waves back wi th his doughnut hand as
Kat hryn turns and waddl es toward the door.

PASCHAL
You have a beautiful w fe and
a kid on the way.

Dan turns back.
PASCHAL ( CONT)

You have a | ot going for you,
a lot nore than | have.

26.
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Dan drops his eyes as Paschal |eans forward.

PASCHAL
Stop being a prick

Wth a vacant | ook, Dan takes a bite out of the doughnut.
| NT. SEAN S APARTMENT -- NOON. 19

Sean is watching a nature programon TV. A fully grown lion
swi pes at a couple of cubs.

TV NARRATOR
As a species, Felix Leo is not
partial to infanticide in

general, but will kill any
cubs that threaten his
dom ni on. ..

Sean nods know ngly. The doorbell RINGS

Sean opens the door to reveal Dan, who has a sheepi sh | ook
on his face. Sean wal ks back inside, but |eaves the door open.

SEAN
Cone to shout at ne sone nore?

Dan rolls his eyes and follows Sean into the main roomin
si | ence.

DAN
Look, | came to apol ogi ze, dad.

Sean turns the TV off and wal ks into the kitchen.

SEAN
Can’'t think what for.

Dan takes a deep breath and wal ks into the kitchen, where
Sean is fingering a birdcage containing 3 ZEBRA FI NCHES who
CH RP repeatedly.. He doesn’t |look up at Dan as he tries to
conpose hinself. Dan tal ks to Sean’ s back.

DAN
Dad. . .
SEAN
Dan.
Dan tries again.
DAN

Dad...you re a real shit..



Sean’ s shoul ders drop, but Dan grabs one.

DAN
Dad, please listen to ne for
once. Pl ease hear ne out.

Not hi ng.

DAN
I"ll take that as a yes. Dad...
I’ m bei ng honest, you drive ne
up the wall sonetines and it’s
hard to forget what happened

in the past. But, | should
know better than to bring it
up. I'’msorry for the things
sai d.

Barely a register on Sean’s face.

DAN
Dad, | want us to be OK .. and
I want you to know ny kid
(Beat)
when it finally comes.

Sean picks at the cage for a bit. Dan | ooks at the back of
hi s head.

Dan drops back a bit to | ean on the counter and |owers his
eyes.

Sean continues to pick and doesn’t turn.

SEAN
Leah m ght be a nice nane.

Dan | ooks up, questioning.

DAN
For who?

SEAN
The kid, if it’s a girl of
cour se. .

Real i zati on sweeps across Dan’s face.

SEAN
... Leah suited your nother
just fine...people used to
conplinment her on it, all the
time.
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A tiny smle from Dan. Sean continues to pick

DAN
Leah sounds |i ke a wonder f ul
nane, Dad.
(Beat)

What ever you want.
EXT. CAFE COLUMBO -- DAY. 20
Sean and Kathryn are enjoying a coffee on the terrace.

KATHRYN
He threw t he books of f the tabl e?

Sean | aughs.

SEAN
Absol utely! I’ m surprised he
never told you this...

Kat hryn shakes her head.
SEAN ( CONT)

...he even gave the librarian
the finger. Anyway, he let ne

have it

(beat)
and he didn’'t mss and hit the
wal |, if you know what | nean?

Kat hryn gives a snall nod.

SEAN
But, in the end, he canme back
and admtted he was wong, so
that was alright.

Kat hryn suppresses a smrk and | ooks up to see Dan, who's
approaching the table with a di aper-bag over one arm and
RACHEL, a newborn, in the other. He's rolling his eyes, but
st ops when Sean turns around.

SEAN
She all cleaned up then?
DAN
Yessir, as fresh as a new born

baby.
Sean takes Rachel and snuggl es her.

SEAN
Shall we go for a wal k, Leah?



Kathryn rolls her eyes as if she’s done it before.

KATHRYN
Sean, it’s Rachel - Leah.
SEAN
| know. It’s ny special nane

for her.
Sean gets up and the others follow al ong behind him

SEAN
So Dan, did you ever find a
solution for that puzzle?

DAN
The three utilities? Didn't |
tell you? There is no solution.

SEAN
Il won't say | told you so, but...
DAN
Then don’t.
SEAN
Vell, | was readi ng about
Ei nstein...
KATHRYN
And?
SEAN

There’s 5 houses, right?

DAN
No way!

Dan playfully rushes Sean and takes Rachel from him

SEAN
Wait a m nute!

30.

Kat hryn [ aughs and Iinks Sean’s arm draggi ng himal ong as he

tries in vain to convince Dan. A fade to bl ack as Sean
details the new puzzle.

SEAN
No really, there’'s a different
nationality in each house.
there all different colors and
each one snokes a different
cigar, keeps a different pet
and drinks a different
bever age. ..

FADE QUT.
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